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zero; today that backlog is at 500 cases. |n other words, if we
quit having an appeal to the Suprene Court,ye would have 500
cases to continue to work on and to argue. And the 500 cases
would probably take us a goodyear. W could al nost go a year
inthis state wi thout another appeal and sti]l | be busy, just
with the backlog that is waiting to be heard. pNow that isn't a
particul arly good system of justice either, pecause in effect
what you are is you' re denied your right to the Suprene Court
for a speedy determ nation of whether you' rerights were upheld

inthe lower court, or whether your trial was conducted
correctly. And so what we' ve got is how ystem that isn' t
going to change. In 1975, they tal ked about that the casel oad

was going to continue to increase. It was going to be just on a
curve, straight up. W did a study this | ast sunmer, by the
National Center for state Courts, and they had a rather
extensive study. And what did they recommend? - The exact, same
t hing. In fact they recomended the same constitutional

anendment in 1976, aswe' re doing today, asthe same has been
reconmended by this Center for State Courts and their stydy.

But what we really have right nowis we're at a crossroads. We
car. continue to let things go as they are, muchas probably what
we did in 1976. Why?  Because there wasn't a crisis in 1976
yet. But they were pointing the way, and they said, it's going

to happen, i.t's going to happen, and jf you don't take a | ook at

this issue, you' re going to have an intolerable sjtuation. And

once you reach backlog in the Supreme Court, it isn't going ¢4

recede, it isn't going to go away, in fact it's going to get

worse. And that's exactly what happened. This Legislature was

correct in thestudy it did in 1976. and the study that we' ve
done this last sumer is in the game wavel ength, it's the exact,

same recomendations, only they're saying now the crisis is
already here and, unless we do something on a pernanent basis,

our systemis on the verge of coll apse. Vhat woul d say to you
right now, as we discuss this issue the rest o# the norning, if

Senator Chambers chooses to do sO, which is cert ai nly his right

to do so, and I'mglad he's treated ne so well for being 5 pew
menber, and | thank himfor that. Byt | think the thing we want

to look at right now is.

SPEAKER BARRETT: One mi nute.
SENATOR KRISTENSEN: ...what are we going to do?

SPEAKER BARRETT: One minute, sijr.
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